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Senate Government  
Committee of Reference Final Report 

Board of Library Examiners 

Background 

The Board of Library Examiners (Board) consists of the Director of the Arizona State 
Library, Archives and Public Records (State Library), the librarian of the University of Arizona, the 
librarian of the Phoenix Public Library and two county librarians appointed by the Director of the 
State Library. The Director of the State Library serves as ex-officio chair of the Board. The Board 
must pass upon the qualifications of persons who desire to become county librarians and may adopt 
rules to carry out this purpose (A.R.S. § 11-906). A person is not eligible for appointment as a 
county librarian without a certificate of qualification for office from the Board (A.R.S. § 11-908). 

The Board is statutorily set to terminate on July 1, 2020, unless legislation is enacted for its 
continuation (A.R.S. § 41-3020.08). 

Committee of Reference Sunset Review Procedures 

The Senate Government Committee of Reference held one public meeting on January 9, 
2020, to consider the Board's responses to the sunset factors and to receive public testimony. 

Committee Recommendations 

The Senate Government Committee of Reference recommended that the Legislature 
continue the Board for eight years until July 1, 2028.  

Attachments 

1. Meeting Notice
2. Minutes of Committee of Reference Meeting
3. Presentation by the Board
4. Chairperson's Letter Requesting the Board's Response to the Sunset Factors
5. The Office of the Board's Response to the Sunset Factors

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/11/00906.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/11/00906.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/11/00908.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/11/00908.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/41/03020-08.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/41/03020-08.htm


Page 1 of 1 

 Interim agendas can be obtained via the Internet at http://www.azleg.gov/Interim-Committees 
 

ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
 

INTERIM MEETING NOTICE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 
SENATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET REVIEW OF THE 

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS AND PERFORMANCE AUDIT REVIEW OF THE GILA 
COUNTY TRANSPORTATION EXCISE TAX 

 
Date:  Thursday, January 9, 2020 
 
Time:  1:30 P.M. or Upon Adj. of the Senate Government COR and House Government COR 
 
Place:  SHR 109 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Sunset Review of the Board of Library Examiners 
 a. Presentation by the Board of Library Examiners 
 b. Public Testimony 
 c. Discussion and Recommendations 
4. Performance Audit Review of the Gila County Transportation Excise Tax 
 a. Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 
 b. Response by Gila County 
 c. Public Testimony 
 d. Discussion  
5. Adjourn 
  

 
Members: 
 
Senator David C. Farnsworth, Chair  
Senator Lela Alston  
Senator Sonny Borrelli  
Senator Vince Leach  
Senator Juan Mendez  
Senator Frank Pratt  
Senator Victoria Steele  

 
01/03/2020 
sa 
 
 
For questions regarding this agenda, please contact Senate Research Department.  
Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting the Senate Secretary’s 
Office: (602) 926-4231 (voice). Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 
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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
 

SENATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET 
REVIEW OF THE BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS AND PERFORMANCE AUDIT 

REVIEW OF THE GILA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION EXCISE TAX 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
January 9, 2020 

1:30 p.m., Senate Hearing Room 109 
 
 
Members Present: 
Senator David C. Farnsworth, Chair  
Senator Lela Alston  
Senator Sonny Borrelli  
Senator Vince Leach  
Senator Juan Mendez  
  
Members Excused: 
Senator Frank Pratt  
Senator Victoria Steele  
  
Staff: 
Michael Hans, Senate Research Analyst  
                           
Chairman Farnsworth called the meeting to order at 2:26 p.m. and attendance was 
noted. 
 
PERFORMANCE AUDIT REVIEW OF THE GILA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 
EXCISE TAX 
 
Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 
 
Adam Tillard, Auditor Generals' Office, distributed and explained a PowerPoint 
presentation entitled "Gila County Transportation Excise Tax, Performance Audit, 
Report 19-108, Issued: June 2019" (Attachment A) and answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Mr. Tillard offered comments. 
 
Michael Hans, Senate Research Analyst, answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Lindsey Perry, Arizona Auditor General, distributed a report entitled "Gila County 
Transportation Excise Tax, Performance Audit, June 2019, Report 19-108" (Attachment B) 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
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Response by Gila County 
 
Paul Jensen, City Manager, City of Globe, Arizona, gave an update regarding the 
Gila County Transportation Excise Tax response to the Auditor General's 
Performance Audit. Mr. Jensen answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Joseph Heatherly, Town Manager, Town of Miami, Arizona, gave an update 
regarding the response to the Auditor General's Performance Audit Review and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Public Testimony 
 
Senator Farnsworth put out a call for public testimony, however, no one came forward. 
 
Discussion 
 
Senator Farnsworth asked if there was any further discussion. No further discussion 
took place. 
 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS 
 
Presentation by the Board of Library Examiners 
 
Holly Henley, Arizona State Librarian, distributed and explained a PowerPoint 
presentation entitled "State of Arizona, Department of State, Board of Library 
Examiners, Sunset Review, January 9, 2020" (Attachment C) and distributed a letter 
from Katie Hobbs, Arizona Secretary of State (Attachment D). Ms. Henley answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Allie Bones, Arizona Assistant Secretary of State, answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Ms. Henley answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Farnsworth offered comments. 
 
Ms. Henley offered comments. 
 
Discussion and Recommendations 
 
The Committee discussed the presentation mentioned above. 
 

Senator Borrelli moved that the Senate Government Committee of 
Reference recommend the Board of Library Examiners be continued 
for eight years. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
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Attached are forms noting the individuals who submitted a Speaker Slip on the agenda 
items (Attachment E). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:02 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 Toy Brown 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, 
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
 

http://www.azleg.gov/
http://www.azleg.gov/
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Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

A Division of the Arizona Secretary of State

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS

Membership
• Director of the Arizona State Library

• Ex officio chairman
• Librarian of the University of Arizona
• Librarian of the Phoenix Public Library
• Two County Librarians

• One-year terms
• Appointed by the Director on a rotating 

basis to represent each county free 
library

ARS 11-906



Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

A Division of the Arizona Secretary of State

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS

Compensation
• None

• Actual and necessary travel 
expenses allowed

• May be paid from the general fund

ARS 11-906



Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

A Division of the Arizona Secretary of State

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS

Powers & Duties
• Pass upon the qualifications of persons 

desiring to become county librarians 
• May adopt rules not inconsistent with law

• For its government
• To carry out its purposes

ARS 11-906



Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

A Division of the Arizona Secretary of State

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS

County Librarian Appointments
A. Upon establishment of a county free library, the 

board of supervisors shall appoint a county 
librarian to serve at the pleasure of the board.

B. No person shall be eligible for appointment to 
the office of county librarian unless prior to 
appointment he has received from the board of 
library examiners a certificate of qualification 
for the office.

ARS 11-908



Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

A Division of the Arizona Secretary of State

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS

Academic Requirements
A. Applicant shall have a Master’s degree in library 

science, together with one year of experience in 
a public library of recognized standing, or 

B. A Bachelor’s degree conferred by an accredited 

college or university, plus fifteen (15) hours of 
courses in library science and two (2) years of 
appropriate experience in a public library of 
recognized standing.

Administrative Code
R2-4-01



Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

A Division of the Arizona Secretary of State

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS

Application Information
A. Applicant shall furnish satisfactory 

recommendations from two former employers.
B. Consideration shall be given to applicant’s 

moral character and commendable conduct; to 
his or her ability to work with the public; to 
maintain public relations; to conduct the 
financial affairs of a library in a business-like 
manner; and to show willingness to continue his 
or her training.

Administrative Code
R2-4-02



Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

A Division of the Arizona Secretary of State

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS

Application Process
Anyone wanting to be considered for certification 
as a County Librarian must send the Board a letter 
requesting consideration. This letter should have 
attached: 

• a transcript showing completion of the 
Bachelor's or Master's degree or a copy of a 
diploma in the place of a transcript.

• a transcript showing completion of hours in 
library science for those who do not have 
the Master's degree.

• a letter of recommendation from two 
employers (current or past) verifying the 
required experience.

Administrative Code
R2-4-02



Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

A Division of the Arizona Secretary of State

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS

Application Process
The Board will consider giving a provisional 
certificate for 3 years to applicants in counties 
with a population under 100,000.

• Applicant must have a Bachelor's degree 
and two years of experience in a public 
library of recognized standing.

• Provisional certificates will be subject to 
renewal at the discretion of the Board.

Administrative Code
R2-4-02



Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

A Division of the Arizona Secretary of State

BOARD OF LIBRARY EXAMINERS

Approved Applicants since 2009Administrative Code
R2-4-02

SueAn Stradling-Collins  Aug-2019 Apache
Amadee Ricketts Aug-2019 Cochise
Will Ascarza Aug-2019 Coconino
Karen Soohy – Provisional Aug-2019 Greenlee
Amber Mathewson Aug-2019 Pima
Corey Christians Aug-2019 Yavapai
Victoria Silva Aug-2019 Graham
Lisa Mendez Aug-2019 Yuma
Kathy Pennell – Provisional Sep-2013 Mohave
Leanne McElroy – Provisional Mar-2013 Graham
Karen Soohy – Provisional Mar-2013 Greenlee
Danielle Krol Aug-2012 Mohave
Melissa Cervantes Jul-2012 Pima
Dan Field – Provisional Apr-2012 La Paz
Alice Webb – Provisional Apr-2012 Greenlee
Cindy Kolaczynski Sep-2011 Maricopa
Amelia Flores - Provisional Jun-2011 La Paz
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