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Senate Judiciary Committee of Reference  
Final Report 

Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry 
 

Background 
 
 Pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-2953, the Joint Legislative Audit Committee assigned the sunset 
review of the Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry (ADCRR) to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee of Reference and the House Judiciary Committee of Reference.  
 
 The ADCRR was created in 1968 when the Legislature consolidated independently run 
prisons into a single department responsible for incarcerating offenders as directed by the courts. In 
accordance with its statutory purpose, the ADCRR's mission is to provide safer communities by 
implementing court-imposed sentences, housing inmates in appropriately secured environments, 
facilitating structured programming, and providing effective supervision of released inmates. The 
ADCRR operates 10 State prison complexes and contracts for 6 private or privately managed prisons 
located throughout Arizona to house inmates. It also oversees offenders conditionally released to the 
community through its community corrections program. As of June 30, 2021, the ADCRR was 
responsible for 35,954 inmates in Arizona’s State and private prisons and 5,047 offenders on 
community supervision.  

 
The ADCRR's various statutory responsibilities include: 1) maintaining and administering 

institutions and programs for the custody, control, correction, treatment, and rehabilitation of all adult 
offenders who are committed to the ADCRR; 2) holding in custody all persons sentenced to the 
ADCRR and holding such persons for the term directed by the court; 3) providing special education 
services, alcohol abuse treatment and rehabilitation services, transition programming, and a functional 
literacy program to qualifying prisoners; 4) providing prisoners medical care and healthcare and, 
when applicable, providing psychiatric care and treatment by transferring prisoners displaying 
symptoms of mental disorder to the Arizona State Hospital or a licensed behavioral health treatment 
facility operated by the ADCRR; and 5) administrating and executing all community supervision 
services, including those for adult offenders who are released in accordance with law (Report No. 21-
119). 
 
 The ADCRR is statutorily set to terminate on July 1, 2022, unless legislation is enacted for its 
continuation (A.R.S. § 41-3022.15). 
 
Committee of Reference Sunset Review Procedure 
 
 Pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-2954, the Senate Judiciary Committee of Reference conducted a 
public meeting on January 20, 2022, to review the Performance Audits and Sunset Review Report 
prepared by the Office of the Auditor General, evaluate the agency's response to the sunset factors 
and receive public testimony.  
 
 
 

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/41/02953.htm
https://www.azauditor.gov/sites/default/files/21-119_Report.pdf
https://www.azauditor.gov/sites/default/files/21-119_Report.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/41/03022-15.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/41/02954.htm


Committee Recommendations 
 
 The Senate Judiciary Committee of Reference recommended that the ADCRR be continued 
for eight years until July 1, 2030. 
 
Attachments 
 
A. Meeting Notice 
B. Minutes of the Senate Judiciary Committee of Reference 
C. Chairperson's letter requesting the ADCRR's response to sunset factors 
D. ADCRR's response to sunset factors 
E. Office of the Auditor General Presentation 
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 Interim agendas can be obtained via the Internet at http://www.azleg.gov/Interim-Committees 

 
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 

 
INTERIM MEETING NOTICE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE 
 
Date:  Thursday, January 20, 2022 
 
Time:  8:30  A.M. 
 
Place:  SHR 1 
 
Members of the public may access a livestream of the meeting here: 
https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?clientID=6361162879&eventID=2022011059 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Sunset Review of the Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry 

a. Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 
b. Response by the Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry 
c. Public Testimony 
d. Discussion and Recommendations 

4. Adjourn 
  

 
Members: 
 
Senator Warren Petersen, Chair  
Senator Nancy Barto  
Senator Sonny Borrelli  
Senator Lupe Contreras  
Senator Vince Leach  
Senator Martin Quezada  
Senator Wendy Rogers  
Senator Stephanie Stahl Hamilton  

 
01/14/2022 
ls 
 
 
For questions regarding this agenda, please contact Senate Research Department.  
Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting the Senate Secretary’s 
Office: (602) 926-4231 (voice). Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 

https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?clientID=6361162879&eventID=2022011059


Senate Judiciary Committee of Reference 
January 20, 2022 

ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
 

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
January 20, 2022 
8:30 A.M., SHR 1 

 
Members of the public may access a livestream of the meeting here: 

https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?clientID=6361162879&eventID=2022011059 
 

Members Present: 
Senator Petersen, Chair    
Senator Borrelli    
Senator Contreras 
Senator Leach 

   

Senator Quezada    
Senator Rogers 
Senator Stahl Hamilton 

   

 
Members Excused: 
Senator Barto    

 
Staff: 
Zachary Dean, Senate Research Analyst 
Hannah Wiles, Assistant Research Analyst 
Hailey King, Research Intern 
 
Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, 
REHABILITATION AND REENTRY 
 
Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 

 

Dale Chapman, Performance Audit Division Director, Office of the Auditor General, 
distributed and explained a PowerPoint presentation entitled "Arizona Department of 
Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry" (Attachment A). Mr. Chapman answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Response by the Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry 
 
David Shinn, Director, Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and 
Reentry, responded to the Auditor General's sunset review and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 

https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?clientID=6361162879&eventID=2022011059


Senate Judiciary Committee of Reference 
January 20, 2022 

Public Testimony 
 

Jeff Taylor, Sage Counseling, Inc., testified in support of the Arizona Department of 
Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry. 
 
John Fabricius, representing himself, testified in opposition to the Arizona 
Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Senator Contreras offered comments. 
 
K.M. Bell, representing herself, testified as neutral to the Arizona Department of 
Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry. 
 
Carol Grijalva, representing herself, testified in support of the Arizona Department of 
Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry. 
 
Dan Levey, representing himself, testified in support of the Arizona Department of 
Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry. 
 
Kara Williams, representing herself, testified as neutral to the Arizona Department of 
Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry. 
 

Discussion and Recommendations 
 
Senator Petersen requested a motion on the recommendation.  
 

Senator Rogers moved that the Senate Judiciary Committee of Reference 
recommend that the Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation 
and Reentry be continued for eight years until July 1, 2030. The motion 
CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the agenda items 
(Attachment B). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:27 a.m. 
 
  
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 Susan Hong 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, 
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  

http://www.azleg.gov/
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