REFERENCE TITLE: election procedures; review; commission

State of Arizona

House of Representatives
Fifty-fifth Legislature
Second Regular Session
2022

HB 2376

Introduced by
Representative Bolick

AN ACT
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HB 2376

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:
Section 1. Title 41, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended by adding
chapter 20, to read:
CHAPTER 20
ELECTION INTEGRITY COMMISSION
ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

41-2351. Election integrity commission; members

A. THE ELECTION INTEGRITY COMMISSION IS ESTABLISHED CONSISTING OF
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS:

1. TWO PERSONS WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR.

2. TWO PERSONS WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

3. ONE PERSON WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE.

4. ONE PERSON WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.

5. ONE PERSON WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE
SENATE.

6. ONE PERSON WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES.

7. ONE ELECTION OFFICIAL WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND WHO IS FROM A COUNTY WITH A POPULATION OF
MORE THAN TWO MILLION PERSONS.

8. ONE ELECTION OFFICIAL WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SENATE AND WHO IS FROM A COUNTY WITH A POPULATION OF MORE THAN SIX HUNDRED
THOUSAND PERSONS BUT LESS THAN TWO MILLION PERSONS.

9. TWO ELECTION OFFICIALS WHO ARE RECOMMENDED BY AN ASSOCIATION
REPRESENTING COUNTY ELECTION OFFICIALS, WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE SPEAKER
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND WHO ARE FROM OTHER COUNTIES IN THIS
STATE.

10. ONE ELECTION OFFICIAL WHO IS RECOMMENDED BY AN ASSOCIATION
REPRESENTING COUNTY ELECTION OFFICIALS, WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT
OF THE SENATE AND WHO IS FROM OTHER COUNTIES IN THIS STATE.

B. THE COMMISSION SHALL ANNUALLY ELECT A CHAIRPERSON AND VICE
CHAIRPERSON.

C. BEGINNING IN 2023, MEMBERS SHALL BE APPOINTED EVERY FOUR YEARS
AND SERVE UNTIL THEY HAVE SUBMITTED THE REPORT PRESCRIBED BY SECTION
41-2352. IF A VACANCY EXISTS, THE VACANCY SHALL BE FILLED AS PRESCRIBED
IN SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION.

D. MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE
COMPENSATION BUT ARE ELIGIBLE FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES PURSUANT TO
TITLE 38, CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE 2. THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION,
PERSONNEL DIVISION SHALL PROVIDE THE COMMISSION WITH SUCH STAFF AS IS
NECESSARY TO PERFORM ITS FUNCTIONS AND SHALL PROVIDE RECORDKEEPING
FACILITIES AND OTHER FACILITIES AS NEEDED.
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HB 2376

41-2352. Duties and recommendations

A. BEGINNING IN 2023, THE ELECTION INTEGRITY COMMISSION SHALL
BIENNIALLY CONDUCT A REVIEW OF CURRENT ELECTION LAWS AND PROCEDURES FOR
THE PURPOSE OF ENSURING STATEWIDE ELECTION INTEGRITY BY:

1. ADHERING TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES OF CHECKS AND BALANCES
AND SEPARATION OF POWERS INHERENT IN THE CONSTITUTIONS OF UNITED STATES
AND THE ARIZONA CONSTITUTION, INCLUDING THE DIFFERENTIATION BETWEEN STATE
POWERS AND THE POWERS OF VARIOUS COUNTY OFFICIALS.

2. CLARIFYING INCONSISTENCIES IN EXISTING LAWS.

3. CLARIFYING LAWS AND PROCEDURES TO ENSURE UNIFORMITY BETWEEN ALL
COUNTIES.

4. CLARIFYING LAWS AND PROCEDURES THAT DO NOT CONFORM TO FEDERAL
LAW TO BRING THIS STATE INTO COMPLIANCE.

5. PROVIDING FINALITY TO ELECTIONS.

6. PROVIDING THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF TRANSPARENCY OF ELECTION
PROCESSES.

B. THE COMMISSION MAY HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS TO AID IT IN ITS WORK.

C. ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1 OF EACH ODD-NUMBERED YEAR THE COMMISSION
SHALL SUBMIT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND MAKE PUBLIC A
REPORT OF ITS FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

Sec. 2. Title 41, chapter 27, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes,
is amended by adding section 41-3032.01, to read:

41-3032.01. Election integrity commission; termination

July 1, 2032

A. THE ELECTION INTEGRITY COMMISSION TERMINATES ON JULY 1, 2032.

B. TITLE 41, CHAPTER 20 AND THIS SECTION ARE REPEALED ON JANUARY 1,
2023.

Sec. 3. Purpose

Pursuant to section 41-2955, subsection E, Arizona Revised Statutes,
the Tegislature establishes the election integrity commission to review
and make recommendations regarding current election laws and procedures 1in
this state.

Sec. 4. 1Initial terms of members of the election integrity

commission

A. Notwithstanding section 41-2351, Arizona Revised Statutes, as
added by this act, the initial terms of members of the election integrity
commission are:

1. Four terms ending January 1, 2024.

2. Four terms ending January 1, 2025.

3. Five terms ending January 1, 2026.

B. The appropriate official shall make all subsequent appointments
as prescribed by statute.
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