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HOUSE BILL 2785

AN ACT

AMENDING SECTIONS 16-126, 16-225, 16-228 AND 16-245, ARIZONA REVISED
STATUTES; REPEALING SECTION 16-246, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; AMENDING
SECTIONS 16-248, 16-411, 16-461, 16-510, 16-542 AND 16-543, ARIZONA
REVISED STATUTES; REPEALING SECTION 16-544, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES;
AMENDING SECTIONS 16-545, 16-548 AND 16-549, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES;
AMENDING SECTION 16-550, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, AS AMENDED BY LAWS
2022, CHAPTER 271, SECTION 2; AMENDING SECTION 16-552, ARIZONA REVISED
STATUTES; RELATING TO ELECTIONS AND ELECTORS.
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00O NOoOYOr B WN

AR AR PAPPOLOWOWLOWWWWWWWWNDNDNPDNPPMNPDPNDMNDPNDNNNNR R RRRRRRR P&
OO WNPFPOWOWONOODOUPN»NWNRPFPOOWOYNOUOUPNWNNRPRPOOWONOODOPRWNERE OV

H.B. 2785

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 16-126, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

16-126. Authority to vote in presidential election after

moving from state

A. Each person who 1is properly registered as an elector 1in any
precinct in this state and who has begun residence in another state after
the thirtieth day immediately preceding an election in which presidential
electors are chosen shall retain fris THE right to vote for presidential
electors to be elected, but for no other offices in such election. Such

vote—may beTast—by Earty battot—im—the precinmct—from—which—te—tas
removed,; T persom at the office of the coumty recorder—or—by mai -

B—Batiots Tast by Tarty votinmyg procedures pursuant to this —section
strat e theform prescribed by the secretary of state:

€~ B. A1l applicants pursuant to this section shall have their
registration canceled promptly following the election.

Sec. 2. Section 16-225, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

16-225. Special district election dates

A. Special districts as described in title 48, chapters 5, 6, 8, 10
and 13 through 16 shall not hold any election except on a date prescribed
by section 16-204.

B. The board of supervisors of the county in which the special
district or greater portion of the assessed valuation of the property in
the district is Tlocated shall call the election for the formation of
special districts in accordance with subsection A of this section.

C. The governing body of a special district shall call all other
elections for the district in accordance with subsection A of this section
and shall notify the board of supervisors and the officer in charge of
elections of the county in which the special district or greater portion
of the assessed valuation of the property in the district is located of
the purpose of the election.
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gpprovat—of —the——counmty board—of——supervisors; —the—govermimyg body of—a

speciar district—may authorize any sSpeciar district—etectiom—that—s ot

1o _ona -

etd—om o date prescribed by Sectiom 16264 —to e ——conducted—by —ma i

4+
!

puUTSUaTt—to Cchapter—4; —articie 8- of thistit
Sec. 3. Section 16-228, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to

c.

read:

16-228. Notice of election for nonpartisan elections

A. The governing body shall publish a notice of election at least
twice in a newspaper of general circulation in the election district in
which a nonpartisan election is being held not Tess than one week apart
during the six calendar weeks preceding twenty days before the election.
If there is not a newspaper of general circulation in the election

_1_



00 NOoOYOrL B WN

A BRA AP POOWLOWWWWWWWWNDNDNNPDNPPMNPDPNDMNDPNDNNNRRRRRRRRR P&
GO WN P OWOWONOODOOPNNWNRPFPOOWOYNOUOUPNWNRPRPOOWONOODOPRWNERE OV

H.B. 2785

district, the governing body shall post the call of election on the
governing body's public website and at other 1locations at which the
governing body customarily posts public notice of the governing body's
public meetings. This notice shall contain at least:

The date of the election.

The Tocation of the polls.

The hours the polls will be open.

The purpose of the election.

The election district conducting the election.

. In Tieu of publishing the notice described in subsection A of
this section, the governing body may, and for a nonresident qualified
elector of any special district shall, mail a notice of election to each
household containing a qualified elector of the district. The notice
shall contain the same information described in subsection A, paragraphs
1, 4 and 5 of this section and the polling place for that household's
qualified electors and the times it is open. Mailings may be made over a
period of days but shall be mailed in order to be delivered to households
before the earliest date of mailing to registered voters of any requested
early ballots for that election.

oo wN
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T me T T—battot—etections;,—the—govermmy—body —Sha+—pubtist—a
the—speciat—district—m which—the etectionmr s beimyg held—oncte a Week
L N oy . Lo - . -
the—etectiomr—This Tmotice Sshat——comtaimat—teasts
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t—Fhe—dateof—the—etection:
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A —Themethod—for—obtaimimy—a reptacement— <o battot—Ts destroyed;
tost—poTted—ormotTeCE TVEd™
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S— A statement—that o potHmgptace witt—beprovided:

6 The Tame of —thedistrict—that—Ts conmductimyg—theetectiomn:

7 the quatifications of—etectors:
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b— e —of—pubtistimg—the notice—described—m—subsectiom—t—of
this——sectiom,—the—govermimy—body may, —and—for—a nonresident—quatified
erector—of —any Speciat district—shati;—mait—<a notice of——etectiomr—to—each
fousehoTd——Comtaimimy—a qua i fiedt—etector—of —the —district—The Totite
strat——Comtaim—the —Same —Tnformatiomr descrived— T —subsectiom €t —of—this
Sectiom and——StatT—bemaited—Tot—tater—tham—forty-—five days before—the

Sec. 4. Section 16-245, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

16-245. Form and content of ballot

A. Ballots and ballot 1labels for the presidential preference
election shall be printed on different colored paper or white paper with a
different colored stripe for each party represented on the presidential
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preference election ballot. Only one party may be represented on each

ballot. At the top shall be printed "official ballot of the

party, presidential preference election (date), county of
, state of Arizona".

B. The order of the names of certified candidates on the ballot
shall be determined by Tlots drawn at a public meeting called by the
secretary of state for that purpose. Rotation of candidate names 1is
prohibited. The certified candidates shall be 1listed under the title
" party candidates for President of the United
States”. Immediately below shall be printed "vote for not more than
one". The ballot may also contain printed instructions to voters as
prescribed for other elections.

C. The officer in charge of elections shall provide a sample ballot
proof to the state committee chairman of each qualified candidate's state
committee mo NOT later than five days after TeTteipt—of RECEIVING the
certification from the secretary of state.

D. The officer in charge of elections shall mail one sample ballot
of each party represented on the presidential preference election ballot
to each household that contains a registered voter of that political party
UmTtess that—TEegTStered—Vvoter TS— oM ——the——<active —earty Vvotimg 7St
estabtistred—pursuanmt—to—sectiom—1t6=544. The return address on the sample
ballot mailer shall not contain the name of any elected or appointed
official, and the name of an appointed or elected official shall not be
used to indicate who produced the sample ballot.

E. The mailing face of each sample ballot shall be imprinted with
the great seal of the state of Arizona with the words "official voting
materials — presidential preference election™. The polling place for that
household may also be designated on the mailing face of the sample ballot.

Sec. 5. Repeal

Section 16-246, Arizona Revised Statutes, is repealed.

Sec. 6. Section 16-248, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to

read:

16-248. Designation of polling places

A. Not Tess than twenty days before a presidential preference
election, the board of supervisors shall designate a reasonable and
adequate number of polling places where the election shall be held.

B. The number of polling places for the presidential preference
election is to be determined according to the number of active registered
voters as of January 1 of the year of the presidential preference
election.

C. Each county with two hundred thousand or more active registered
voters shall determine the number of polling places for the presidential
preference election by using mo NOT more than one-half of the number of
precincts as of January 1 of the year of the presidential preference
election.
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D. Each county with 1less than two hundred thousand active
registered voters but ten thousand or more active registered voters shall
determine the number of polling places for the presidential preference
election by wusing mo NOT more than one polling place for every two
thousand active registered voters as of January 1 of the year of the
presidential preference primary.

E. Each county with Tess than ten thousand active registered voters
shall determine the number of polling places for the presidential
preference election by using mo NOT more than one polling place for every
one thousand active registered voters as of January 1 of the year of the
presidential preference election.

F. If Tt— s determmed—by the secretary of state DETERMINES that
compliance with state and federal regulations would be jeopardized, the
secretary of state has the authority to release a county from the number
of polling places prescribed by this section.

G. This section does not apply to 1land 1located on an Indian
reservation.

Ht—fm—precimcts—that——omtam——fewer—tham—three—houmdred——active
rEYTSTETEd —VOterS, —the —offiter—m Tharge of —E©tections mdy CTonmduct—d

: o A et 3

Sec. 7. Section 16-411, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to

read:

16-411. Designation of election precincts and polling places;

electioneering; wait times

A. The board of supervisors of each county, on or before October 1
of each year preceding the year of a general election, by an order, shall
establish a convenient number of election precincts in the county and
define the boundaries of the precincts as follows:

1. The election precinct boundaries shall be established so as to
be included within election districts prescribed by 1law for elected
officers of the state and its political subdivisions, including community
college district precincts, except those elected officers provided for in
titles 30 and 48.

2. If after October 1 of the year preceding the year of a general
election the board of supervisors must further adjust precinct boundaries
due to the redistricting of election districts as prescribed by law and to
comply with this subsection, the board of supervisors shall adjust these
precinct boundaries as soon as is practicable.

B. At Teast twenty days before a general or primary election, and
at Teast ten days before a special election, the board shall designate one
polling place within each precinct where the election shall be held,
except that:

1. On a specific finding of the board, included in the order or
resolution designating polling places pursuant to this subsection, that no
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suitable polling place is available within a precinct, a polling place for
that precinct may be designated within an adjacent precinct.

2. Adjacent precincts may be combined if boundaries so established
are included in election districts prescribed by Tlaw for state elected
officials and political subdivisions including community college districts
but not including elected officials prescribed by titles 30 and 48. The
officer in charge of elections may also split a precinct for
administrative purposes. The polling places shall be listed in separate
sections of the order or resolution.

3. On a specific finding of the board that the number of persons

who—are tistedt—as earty voters pursuant—to sectiom 16544 —anmd—who are 1ot

Expected—to——trave —their—batiots—tabutatedt——<at—the—pottmg—ptace ——<s
prescribtedt— T Sectiom 1657902 s Tikety tov —Substamtiatty Teduce—the
mumber—of voters appearing at one or more specific polling places at that
election IS LIKELY TO BE REDUCED, adjacent precincts may be consolidated
by combining polling places and precinct boards for that election. The
board of supervisors shall ensure that a reasonable and adequate number of
polling places will be designated for that election. Any consolidated
polling places shall be Tisted 1in separate sections of the order or
resolution of the board.

4., Om o —specific Tesvtutiomof —the—bouards; The board may SHALL
authorize the—Tuse—of—Vvotimyg——cemters T plrace of —or —Tm additiom—to
SpeECificaty desTymated pot T imy P rdces. A VOCImy CEMter—Shart——at oW —dany

. . . 14 .

etectiom—day o fter—presenting —identificationr—as —prescribed—m—section
1 L0 L e n | fad 1.1 e el 1o 1.1 e L N e 1o e | I~ L Il
H6=579—anmd—to—tawfutty cast—thebattot—Yotinmg—cemters may be—estabtisted
TCcoordi et o e consu T tatiom with—the—counmty Trecorder;, gt other——courmty
officesor—atother—tocationrs—mthe—county deemed—appropriate AN ON-SITE

EARLY VOTING LOCATION AT THE MAIN OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER.

5— Om o —specific Tresoiutiomof—the—board—of—supervisors —that—s

Hmited—to—<o —specific—etectiomr date—and—thet—s—~voted—om by <o Tecorded
vote,—the—board—may —<authorize—the——county Tecorder—or—other—officer—m
. P N - N e on
charge ofetections to use EMeTrygency votinmyg Centers as o tows T
ta—The board—statT—specify T the resotutiomr—the tocatiomand—the

hours—ofoperatiom of—theemergency votimg cemnters:

tb)—A quatified—etector—votimy—at—am emergency votinmg center—shatl
provide —Tdentificatiomr—as prescribed—Tm—Sectiom 16579 ——except—that
-l . L N e B ad L0 L N A L 0. L -
nmotwithstamdimg—sectiom 16579 —subsectiom A, paraygraph 2, for—any Vvoting
gt—am EmMeTyEnTy VOtIiNmg CTenmter,;, —the—Tounmty Tecorder—or—other—officer—im
Tharge of etections may atiow o quarified etrector—to update the etectors
VOter TeyiStratiom Tnmformationr as provided for—m the secretary of Sstate's

. ; 3 Tt o
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tC)— T f——am—emergency VvVoOtimg CTEmteEr S tab T iSTeEd—pursuant —to—tiTs
SECLTUmT bETUmES UMava T tab e and—there s ot —sufficiemrt—time—for—the board
Uf —SUPETVISUTS tU TCUNVENE tU dpprUvVE dImT drtermate Tocatiom —for—tiat
EMETYENCY VOt iy CEMter;, the Tounmty recorder—or other—of ficer—mcharge of
ETECtTOMS —May —WdKe CHdNMyeS —tU —tiE appTrUvEd EmMETYENCY —VOtTTTy CETtET
tocatiom—and——statt—otify —the—pubTic—<anmd—the—board—of——Supervisors
regardiny —that—<hange—as Soom as practicabte,—The attermate emergency
votimyg—center—shart—be —as CTtose T proximity to the —approved—emeryency

votimycenter—tocatiomas possibte:

C. If the board fails to designate the place for holding the
election, or if it cannot be held at or about the place designated, the
justice of the peace in the precinct, two days before the election, by an
order, copies of which the justice of the peace shall immediately post in
three public places in the precinct, shall designate the place within the
precinct for holding the election. If there is no justice of the peace 1in
the precinct, or if the justice of the peace fails to do so, the election
board of the precinct shall designate and give notice of the place within
the precinct of holding the election. For any election in which there are
no candidates for elected office appearing on the ballot, the board may
consolidate polling places and precinct boards and may consolidate the
tabulation of results for that election if all of the following apply:

1. A1l affected voters are notified by mail of the change at least
thirty-three days before the election.

2. Notice of the change in polling places includes notice of the
new voting location, notice of the hours for voting on election day and
notice of the telephone number to call for voter assistance.

3. A1l affected voters receive information on early voting that
includes the application used to request an early voting ballot.

D. The board 1is not required to designate a polling place for
special district mail ballot elections held pursuant to article 8.1 of
this chapter, but the board may designate one or more sites for voters to
deposit marked ballots until 7:00 p.m. on the day of the election.

E. Except as provided in subsection F of this section, a public
school shall provide sufficient space for use as a polling place for any
city, county or state election when requested by the officer in charge of
elections.

F. The principal of the school may deny a request to provide space
for use as a polling place for any city, county or state election if,
within two weeks after a request has been made, the principal provides a
written statement indicating a reason the election cannot be held in the
school, including any of the following:

1. Space is not available at the school.

2. The safety or welfare of the children would be jeopardized.



O NOYOl B WN -

A PA DA DPDPOOWLWWWWWWWWNDNPDMNPDPMNPMNPMNPMNPMNPMNDNDRFERFRRFRRPRRPR PP
A OMNPFOOWONIODTAOPNNWNRPRPROWOWONOODAODNWNROWOWONOOOGPAWNERF OO

H.B. 2785

G. The board shall make available to the public as a public record
a list of the polling places for all precincts in which the election is to
be held.

H. Except in the case of an emergency, any facility that is used as
a polling place on election day or that is used as an early voting site
during the period of early voting shall allow persons to electioneer and
engage in other political activity outside of the seventy-five foot limit
prescribed by section 16-515 in public areas and parking lots used by
voters. This subsection does not allow the temporary or permanent
construction of structures in public areas and parking 1lots or the
blocking or other impairment of access to parking spaces for voters. The
county recorder or other officer in charge of elections shall post on its
website at Teast two weeks before election day a Tist of those polling
places in which emergency conditions prevent electioneering and shall
specify the reason the emergency designation was granted and the number of
attempts that were made to find a polling place before granting an
emergency designation. If the polling place is not on the website 1ist of
polling places with emergency designations, electioneering and other
political activity shall be allowed outside of the seventy-five foot
1imit. If an emergency arises after the county recorder or other officer
in charge of elections' initial website posting, the county recorder or
other officer in charge of elections shall update the website as soon as
is practicable to include any new polling places, shall highlight the
polling place location on the website and shall specify the reason the
emergency designation was granted and the number of attempts that were
made to find a polling place before granting an emergency designation.

I. For the purposes of this section, a county recorder or other
officer in charge of elections shall designate a polling place as an
emergency polling place and thus prohibit persons from electioneering and
engaging in other political activity outside of the seventy-five foot
1imit prescribed by section 16-515 but inside the property of the facility
that is hosting the polling place if any of the following occurs:

1. An act of God renders a previously set polling place as
unusable.

2. A county recorder or other officer in charge of elections has
exhausted all options and there are no suitable facilities in a precinct
that are willing to be a polling place unless a facility can be given an
emergency designation.

J. The secretary of state shall provide through the instructions
and procedures manual adopted pursuant to section 16-452 the maximum
allowable wait time for any election that is subject to section 16-204 and
provide for a method to reduce voter wait time at the polls in the primary
and general elections. The method shall consider at Teast all of the
following for primary and general elections in each precinct:
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1. The number of ballots voted in the prior primary and general
elections.

2. The number of registered voters who voted AT THE ON-SITE early
VOTING LOCATION in the prior primary and general elections.

3. The number of registered voters amdt—tie—TUumber—of—Tegygistered
VOoters who —Tast —anm earty tattot for the current primary or general
election.

2 T ! c TR ! I ) 3 T I R
. e MUNfoeT Ul reygrsceercd vOLET S WNosSt carly DalTTOLS WET e
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tabrtated—om=—site—as prescribed—im—sectiom 16575 02— mthe prior—primary

g gEmETd e teTt oS

5= 4. The number of election board members and clerks and the
number of rosters that will reduce voter wait time at the polls.

Sec. 8. Section 16-461, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

16-461. Sample primary election ballots; submission to party
chairmen for examination; preparation, printing and
distribution of ballot

A. At Teast forty-five days before a primary election, the officer
in charge of that election shall:

1. Prepare a proof of a sample ballot.

2. Submit the sample ballot proof of each party to the county
chairman or in city or town primaries to the city or town chairman.

3. Mail a sample ballot proof to each candidate for whom a
nomination paper and petitions have been filed.

B. Within five days after receipt of the sample ballot, the county
chairman of each political party shall suggest to the election officer any
change the chairman considers should be made 1in the chairman's party
ballot, and if on examination the election officer finds an error or
omission in the ballot the officer shall correct it. The election officer
shall tause PRINT AND DISTRIBUTE the sample ballots to—be—primted—and
distributed as required by Taw, shall maintain a copy of each sample
ballot and shall post a notice indicating that sample ballots are
available on request. The official sample ballot shall be printed on
colored paper or white paper with a different colored stripe for each
party that 1is represented on that ballot. For voters who are not
registered with a party that is entitled to continued representation on
the ballot pursuant to section 16-804, the election officer may print and
distribute the required sample ballots in an alternative format, including
a reduced size format.

C. Not Tlater than forty days before a primary election, the county
chairman of a political party may request one sample primary election
ballot of the chairman's party for each election precinct.
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D. The board of supervisors shall have printed mailer-type sample
ballots for a primary election and shall mail at least eleven days before
the election one sample ballot of a political party to each household
containing a registered voter of that political party wumtess—that

rEyTSteTedVOter TS5 UM the aCtive Edrty VOtimg TSt Estab T isTed—pursudarnt

to——sectiom—t6-544. Each sample ballot shall contain the following
statement: "This is a sample ballot and cannot be used as an official
ballot under any circumstances”. A certified claim shall be presented to
the secretary of state by the board of supervisors for the actual cost of
printing, Tabeling and postage of each sample ballot actually mailed, and
the secretary of state shall direct payment of the authenticated claim
from funds of the secretary of state's office.

E. For city and town elections, the governing body of a city or
town may have printed mailer-type sample ballots for a primary election.
If the city or town has printed such sample ballots, the city or town
shall provide for the distribution of such ballots and shall bear the
expense of printing and distributing of such sample ballots.

F. The return address on the mailer-type sample ballots shall not
contain the name of an appointed or elected public officer nor may the
name of an appointed or elected public officer be used to indicate who
produced the sample ballot.

G. The great seal of the state of Arizona shall be imprinted along
with the words "official voting materials"” on the mailing face of each
sample ballot. In county, city or town elections the seal of such
jurisdiction shall be substituted for the state seal.

Sec. 9. Section 16-510, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

16-510. Sample ballots; preparation and distribution

A. Before printing the sample ballots for the general election the
board of supervisors shall send to each candidate whose name did not
appear on the preceding primary election ballot a ballot proof of the
sample ballot for the candidate's review.

B. The board of supervisors shall print and distribute, for the
information of voters at each polling place, a number of sample ballots as
it deems necessary.

C. The board of supervisors shall have printed mailer-type sample
ballots for a general election and shall mail at Teast eleven days before
the election one such sample ballot to each household in the county
containing a registered voter umtess—that—Teyrstered—voter—is —om—the

gective earty votinmg tist—estabtisted—pursuant—to—Sectiom—16-54%. Each
sample ballot shall contain the following statement: "This 1is a sample
ballot and cannot Dbe used as an official ballot under  any
circumstances". A certified claim shall be presented to the secretary of
state by the board of supervisors for the actual cost of printing,
labeling and postage of each sample ballot actually mailed, and the

_9_
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secretary of state shall direct payment of the authenticated claim from
funds of the secretary of state's office.

D. For city and town elections, the governing body of a city or
town may have printed mailer-type sample ballots for a general
election. If the city or town has printed such sample ballots, the city
or town shall provide for the distribution of such ballots and shall bear
the expense of printing and distributing such sample ballots.

E. For special district elections, the governing body of a special
district may have printed mailer-type sample ballots. If the special
district has printed such sample ballots, the special district shall
provide for the distribution of such ballots and shall bear the expense of
printing and distributing such sample ballots.

Sec. 10. Section 16-542, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

16-542. Application for early voting: form: civil penalties:

violation; classification

A. Within ninety-three days before any election called pursuant to
the laws of this state, an elector WHO MEETS THE CRITERIA PRESCRIBED BY
SUBSECTION B OF THIS SECTION may make @ verbatorsigmed Tequest APPLY FOR
EARLY VOTING to the county recorder;— or other officer in charge of
elections for the applicable political subdivision of this state in whose
jurisdiction the elector 1is registered to votes—for—am officiat——earty
battot. THE COUNTY RECORDER OR OTHER OFFICER IN CHARGE OF ELECTIONS SHALL
PROVIDE FOR EARLY VOTING APPLICATIONS TO BE RECEIVED BY MAIL, ONLINE OR 1IN
PERSON. In addition to name and address, the teguestimg APPLYING elector
shall provide the date of birth and state or country of birth AND THE LAST
FOUR DIGITS OF THE ELECTOR'S SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER or other information
that if compared to the voter registration information on file would

confirm the identity of the elector. Tf—theTeEguest—Imdicates that—the

erector—Teeds g primary erectiom batrtot—amdt—a genmerat—etectiom batiot;—the

counmty TEeCoTder—oTr—uther—officer—im charge of etections —shat—tomor—the
TEqUEStT For any partisan primary election, 1if the elector 1is not
registered as a member of a political party that is entitled to continued
representation on the ballot pursuant to section 16-804, the elector shall
designate the ballot of only one of the political parties that is entitled
to continued representation on the ballot and the elector may teceive and
vote the ballot of only that one political party, which also shall include
any nonpartisan offices and ballot questions, or the elector shall
designate the ballot for nonpartisan offices and ballot questions only and
the elector may receive and vote the ballot that contains only nonpartisan
offices and ballot questions. The county recorder or other officer 1in
charge of elections shall process any request for an early ballot for a
municipal election pursuant to this subsection. The county recorder may
SHALL establish A SINGLE on-site early voting Focatioms LOCATION at the
Tecorder s voffice MAIN OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER, which shall be open
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and available for use beginning ON the same—day tihet—<a Toumty begims to
SEMGUUt—theedrty batiots—THe CTOUmty TECUTUET Wdy d1SU EStautisiT—any
3 . 3 . .

FIFTEENTH DAY BEFORE ELECTION DAY. THE RECORDER SHALL NOT OPEN MORE THAN
A SINGLE LOCATION FOR EARLY VOTING AND ONLY THOSE ELECTORS WHO HAVE SIGNED
AN APPLICATION THAT STATES THAT THEY EXPECT TO BE ABSENT FROM THEIR
PRECINCTS ON ELECTION DAY MAY VOTE AT AN ON-SITE EARLY VOTING LOCATION.
#my THE on-site early voting location or—other—earty votimg—tocatiom shall
require each elector to present identification as prescribed in section
16-579 before receiving a ballot. Notwithstanding section 16-579,
subsection A, paragraph 2, at amy THE on-site early voting location or ANY
other early voting location the county recorder or other officer in charge
of elections may provide for a qualified elector to update the elector’s
voter registration information as provided for in the secretary of state's
instructions and procedures manual adopted pursuant to section 16-452. AN
ELECTOR SHALL COMPLETE AN EARLY VOTING APPLICATION FORM THAT CONTAINS THE
FOLLOWING:

UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY, I ATTEST THAT I AM APPLYING TO VOTE

EARLY BECAUSE:

() I EXPECT TO BE ABSENT FROM MY PRECINCT ON ELECTION DAY

AND WISH TO VOTE EARLY IN PERSON BEFORE ELECTION DAY.

() I AM CONFINED TO MY HOME OR A NURSING HOME, HOSPITAL,

PRISON OR OTHER FACILITY DUE TO TILLNESS, DISABILITY, AGE,

INFIRMITY OR INCARCERATION OR ANOTHER REASON AND WISH TO VOTE

EARLY IN PERSON WITH A SPECIAL ELECTION BOARD.

() I EXPECT TO BE OUTSIDE THIS STATE ON ELECTION DAY AND THE

IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING FIFTEEN DAYS AND WISH TO VOTE AN EARLY

ABSENTEE BALLOT BY MAIL AT MY TEMPORARY ADDRESS OUTSIDE THIS

STATE.

PRINT NAME VOTER SIGNATURE

B. ANY VOTER WHO IS CONFINED MAY VOTE ONLY BY USE OF A SPECIAL
ELECTION BOARD AS PRESCRIBED BY SECTION 16-549. ANY VOTER WHO WILL BE
ABSENT FROM THE VOTER'S PRECINCT ON ELECTION DAY BUT WHO REMAINS IN THIS
STATE MAY VOTE ONLY BY APPEARING IN PERSON AT THE ON-SITE EARLY VOTING
LOCATION AT THE MAIN OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER. ONLY A VOTER WHO
EXPECTS TO BE OUTSIDE THIS STATE ON ELECTION DAY AND THE FIFTEEN DAYS
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING IS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE A MAIL BALLOT. THE COUNTY
RECORDER MAY NOT MAIL A BALLOT TO AN ADDRESS IN THIS STATE.

B~ C. Notwithstanding subsection A of this section, a request for
an official early ballot from an absent uniformed services voter or
overseas voter as defined in the uniformed and overseas citizens absentee
voting act of—1886 (P.L. 99-410; 52 United States Code section 20310) or a
voter whose information is protected pursuant to section 16-153 that is
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received by the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections
more than ninety-three days before the election is valid. If requested by
the absent uniformed services or overseas voter, or a voter whose
information is protected pursuant to section 16-153, the county recorder
or other officer in charge of elections shall provide to the requesting
voter early ballot materials through the next regularly scheduled general
election for federal office immediately following receipt of the request
unless a different period of time, which does not exceed the next two
regularly scheduled general elections for federal office, is designated by
the voter.

€~ D. The county recorder or other officer in charge of elections
shall mail the early ABSENTEE ballot and the envelope for its return
postage prepaid to the address provided by the Teguestimg APPLYING elector
within five days after receipt of the official early ABSENTEE ballots from
the officer charged by law with the duty of preparing ballots pursuant to
section 16-545, except that early ABSENTEE ballot distribution shall not
begin more than twenty-seven days before the election. If an early tattot
request VOTING APPLICATION is received on or before the thirty-first day
before the election, the early ABSENTEE ballot shall be distributed not
earlier than the twenty-seventh day before the election and not later than
the twenty-fourth day before the election. EARLY ABSENTEE BALLOTS MAY BE
MATLED ONLY TO A QUALIFIED ELECTOR AT A TEMPORARY ADDRESS THAT IS OUTSIDE
THIS STATE.

B~ E. Only the elector may be in possession of that elector's
unvoted early ballot. If a complete and correct teguest APPLICATION is
made by the elector within twenty-seven days before the election, the
mailing must be made within forty-eight hours after receipt of the reguest
APPLICATION. Saturdays, Sundays and other Tlegal holidays are excluded
from the computation of the forty—eight—tour FORTY-EIGHT-HOUR period
prescribed by this subsection. If a complete and correct request is made
by an absent uniformed services voter or an overseas voter before the
election, the regular w=arty ABSENTEE ballot shall be transmitted by
mails—by faxor—by other—etectromic—format—approved by the—secretary —of
state OR BY EMAIL within twenty-four hours after the early ABSENTEE
ballots are delivered pursuant to section 16-545, subsection B, excluding
Sundays.

= F. In order to be complete and correct and to receive an early
ABSENTEE ballot by mail, an elector's Teguest APPLICATION that an early
ballot be mailed to the elector's residence or temporary address must
include all of the information prescribed by subsection A of this section
and must be received by the county recorder or other officer in charge of
elections mo NOT Tater than 5:00 p.m. on the eleventh day preceding the
election. AT etector—who appedrs persomarty o tater —tiam S506—pm—on

- . 3 . _ 3 . 3 .

: PR TR TR | 1 L l " L l e . L c
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ETeCtionms Statt—be—givemr o bartot—after—presemtimyg —Tdentificatiomr—as

tocatiom—Notwithstamtimg——sectiom 16579 SUbSectiom A, pardyrapi 2, dt

amy OM-STtEe Edrty VOtinmg tocatiom the counmty recorder—or—other—officer—mn

Tharge—of—etections gy provite for—a quatified etector—tu update —the

etector s voter—Treygistratiom—inmformatiom—as provided—for—im—the—Secretary

of—states—imstructions—and—procedures manua tadopted—pursuart—tosection
t6=452- If an elector's rteguest—to TeCceive am earty btattot APPLICATION
FOR EARLY VOTING is not complete and correct but complies with all other
requirements of this section, the county recorder or other officer in
charge of elections shall attempt to notify the elector of the deficiency
of the Tegquest APPLICATION.

= G. Unless an elector specifies that the address to which an
early ballot is to be sent is a temporary address, the recorder may use
the information from an early ballot tTeguest APPLICATION form to update
voter registration records.

6~ H. The county recorder or other officer 1in charge of early
balloting shall provide an alphabetized list of all voters in the precinct
who have tequested APPLIED FOR and have been sent an early ballot to the
election board of the precinct in which the voter is registered not later
than the day before the election.

#- 1. As a result of experiencing an emergency between 5:00 p.m.
on the Friday preceding the election and 5:00 p.m. on the Monday preceding
the election, qualified electors may Teguest APPLY to vote in the manner
prescribed by the board of supervisors of their respective county. Before
voting pursuant to this subsection, an elector who experiences an
emergency shall provide identification as prescribed in section 16-579 and
shall sign a statement under penalty of perjury that states that the
person is experiencing or experienced an emergency after 5:00 p.m. on the
Friday immediately preceding the election and before 5:00 p.m. on the
Monday immediately preceding the election that would prevent the person
from voting at the polls. Signed statements received pursuant to this
subsection are not subject to inspection pursuant to title 39, chapter 1,
article 2. For the purposes of this subsection, "emergency" means any
unforeseen circumstances that would prevent the elector from voting at the
polls.

- J. Notwithstanding section 16-579, subsection A, paragraph 2,
for any voting pursuant to subsection #= I of this section, the county
recorder or other officer in charge of elections may allow a qualified
elector to update the elector's voter registration information as provided
for in the secretary of state's instructions and procedures manual adopted
pursuant to section 16-452.

_13_
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o

A Tamtidate;, puUrTticat CoOmMmiTtteE —UT  OUtHeT —OTydnm i Zat o may

tHstribote—earty battot—Tegquest—forms—to—Vvoters- H—tte——<earty batiot
TEQUES tfoTmSs e tude g primtetaddress forTEtuTT, the addressee shar +—be

) - 1 —] (I e ], - = — .
thne pul I o Cornauct e ©TeCiuToTr. rarrurce LU usStc

4 . -] ) ) el e
rcrcd SUDUTVISITOIT CdC wWI

peEma Tty of up to—three—times—the cost—of—the productiom—and—distribution

of—theTequest:

1L Al ] - - 1 'l 1 . ('l -l L I . . fad ) .
N. ATT O TYTIirdT dima compreted &dirly DallToOLl T Eequest TUTNS Lifdl drec

received by @ CTandidate;, potiticat——committeeor—other—oryanmizatiom—Shati
be—submitted—withim—six—busimess days after—Teceipt—by <o Tandidate;
poiticat——committee—or—other—oryganizatiom—or—etevenr days before —the
S . L . o — TS R . oo
etectiom day, whithever s eartier; to the potiticat—subdivisiomr that—wit
comduTt——the e tection—Any —persom, poiticat commTttee o1 otieT
OTygamiZzationm that—fai s to Ssubmit—a compieted—earty btatiot—Tequest—form
withim—the prescribed—time s Subject—to o civitpematty ofup—to—$257peT
Il L 1 1 . 1 fal L | a1 .l Fal L .l 1 A
tay —for—each——compteted—form—withhetd—from—submittat—Any —persom—who
kmowimgty faits to submit—a compieted—earty battot—Tequest—formbefore—the
ey . o . - . -
of —theform s guitty of o ctass 6 fetony-

t— K. fxeept—for—avoter—who s om the—<active Tarty votinmg TSt
prescribedt—by sectiom—1t6=5445 A voter who teguests APPLIES FOR a onetime
early ballot pursuant to THIS section I6=542 or for an election conducted
pursuant to section 16-409 or article 8.1 of this chapter, a county
recorder, city or town clerk or other election officer may not deliver or
mail an early ballot to a person who has not Teguested APPLIED FOR an
early ballot for that election. An election officer who knowingly
violates this subsection is guilty of a class 5 felony.

Sec. 11. Section 16-543, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

16-543. UOCAVA early absentee voting procedures

A. Any absent uniformed services voter or overseas voter as defined
in the wuniformed and overseas citizens absentee voting act of—1886
(P.L. 99-410; #2 52 United States Code section 1873ff=6 20310), as amended
by the Ronald W. Reagan national defense authorization act for fiscal year
2005 (P.L. 108-375), may request an warty ABSENTEE ballot with a federal
postcard application that <contains both an =arty ABSENTEE voter
registration application and an w=arty ABSENTEE ballot application. The
secretary of state shall provide for a centralized system for receiving
federal postcard applications by way of—the—mtermet—or—fax ONLY BY MAIL,
BY EMAIL OR ON THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S WEBSITE and shall provide for
transmitting appropriate ballot materials in response to—fax;—tetephome
gt TterTet—TeqUES tsfor—federat—poustcardt—apprications BY MAIL OR EMAIL
ONLY. The absent wuniformed services voter or overseas voter shall
designate the means of communication for receiving voting materials,

whether by way of—the—mtermet—axtramsmitta—orother—etectromic means
- 14 -
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EMAIL or by mail, and the county recorder or other officer in charge of
elections shall provide responses and materials in the format designated
by the requesting voter. On receipt of sochr THE application, the county
recorder or other officer in charge of elections shall determine whether
or not the elector is registered. If the applicant is so registered, the
recorder or other officer in charge of elections shall forward to the
applicant an official early ballot using the means of communication
designated by the voter pursuant to this section. If no means of
communication is designated, the ballot shall be transmitted ss—Tprovided
m—the—imstroctions—and—procedures manua T TSSUEdpursuant —to—Section
6452 BY EMAIL. For all requests received from registered absent
uniformed services voters or overseas voters on or before the forty-eighth
day before the election, the ballot shall be transmitted mo NOT later than
the forty-fifth day before the election. If the applicant 1is not
registered, and the request is for a ballot for use in a county election
but the federal postcard application is complete, the recorder shall
forward an official early ballot to the applicant within twenty-four hours
after receipt of the request, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and other legal
holidays. If the applicant is not registered to vote and the federal
postcard application is not used or complete, the recorder shall forward
an affidavit of registration as provided in section 16-103 and shall
forward at the same time to the unregistered applicant an official early
ballot and affidavit within twenty-four hours after receipt of the
request, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and other 1legal holidays. For any
voter who is sent an official early ballot by electronic means pursuant to
this section, the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections
is not required to send a paper ballot for the same election.

B. The county recorder or other officer in charge of elections
shall transmit by fax—Tor—by vother—etectromic—format—approved by —tie
secretary of state MAIL, EMAIL OR THE COUNTY RECORDER'S WEBSITE ABSENTEE
early ballot request formss— AND SHALL TRANSMIT BY EMAIL AND MAIL ONLY
unvoted ballots and ballot information to eligible absent uniformed
services voters and overseas voters. The county recorder or other officer
in charge of elections shall provide for receipt of completed early ballot
requests BY MAIL, EMAIL OR THE WEBSITE ONLY and voted early ballots by fax

oT—other—etectromic format—as prescribed by the secretary of State—Tmthe

Tstructions and—procedures manua T TSSUEd pursuant to sectiom 16452 MAIL
ONLY. The county recorder or other officer in charge of elections shall
provide for a method for the voter to verify at no cost to the voter that
the voter's ballot has been received.

C—The—secretary of —State—Stat—provide —Tm—the—imstroctions—and

, 1 . L " . i a4 AL c
procedurcs farrual SSuUucu pursudirt LU SCCL L TOUTI J.O'H'E)L IUT chHeTygcericy

L 1 l 3 L LI B c
procedurcs reyararimty LTIE cartly va T 1TovTimy PTruULESS FoT PETSUTTS WITO arc

. . . 1086
Pt tmitedt——States Code——Sectiom 973 ——<as amemdted—by —the
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- . - . . : . . : . . 5065
Pt 108=375)—These emeryency ProceduTres Mdy De Tmp remenrted—omty om—the

UCCUTTENCE Ul —d Tatiomd O TUCdr EmMeTgency tiat —MaKes —SubStamtial
compHance—with—the—umiformed—amd—overseas Titizens absentee votinmyg——act
TmMpTacticab e, —TMCHutd iy UCCUTTENTES — Uf —Taturat —diSasSters —or —armed
conmftict—or—mobT i zatiomrof—theTmatiomat—guard—or—mititary Treserve umnits

of—this——state:

B~ C. This section applies only to any absent uniformed services
voter or overseas voter as defined in the uniformed and overseas citizens
absentee voting act of—1886 (P.L. 99-410; 42 52 United States Code section
18736 20310), as amended by the Ronald W. Reagan national defense
authorization act for fiscal year 2005 (P.L. 108-375).

Sec. 12. Repeal

Section 16-544, Arizona Revised Statutes, is repealed.

Sec. 13. Section 16-545, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

16-545. Early ballot

A. The early ballot shall be one prepared for use in the precinct
in which the applicant resides and, if a partisan primary election, of the
political party with which the applicant is affiliated as shown by the
affidavit of registration. The ballot shall be identical with the regular
official ballots, except that it shall have printed or stamped on it
"early".

B. The officer charged by law with the duty of preparing ballots at
any election shall:

1. Prepare the official early ballot and deliver a sufficient
number to the recorder or other officer in charge of elections not later
than the thirty-third day before the election. Except as provided in
section 16-542, subsection ©— E, regular early ballots shall not be
distributed to the general public before the beginning of early voting.

2. Ensure that the ballot return envelopes are of a type that does
not reveal the voter's selections or political party affiliation and that
is tamper evident when properly sealed.

Sec. 14. Section 16-548, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to

read:

16-548. Preparation and transmission of ballot; tally

results; notarization

A. The early voter shall make and sign the affidavit and shall then
mark fris THE ballot in souch a manner that fris THE EARLY VOTER'S vote
cannot be seen. The early voter shall fold the ballot, if a paper ballot,
so as to conceal the vote and deposit the voted ballot in the envelope
provided for that purpose, which shall be securely sealed and, together
with the affidavit, delivered or mailed to the county recorder or other
officer in charge of elections of the political subdivision in which the
elector is registered or deposited by the voter or the voter's agent at

_16_
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any polling place in the county. In order to be counted and valid, the
ballot must be received by the county recorder or other officer in charge
of elections or deposited at any polling place in the county mo NOT later
than 7T66—p-m—om THREE DAYS BEFORE election day.

B. If the early voter is an overseas citizen, a qualified elector
absent from the United States or in the United States service, a spouse or
dependent residing with the early voter or a qualified elector of a
special district mail ballot election as provided in article 8.1 of this
chapter, the early voter may subscribe to the affidavit before and obtain
the signature and military identification number or passport number, if
available, of any person who is a United States citizen eighteen years of
age or older.

C. ALL EARLY VOTES MUST BE COUNTED ON ELECTION DAY BEFORE 7:00 P.M.
RESULTS OF THE TALLY MAY NOT BE RELEASED UNTIL AFTER 8:00 P.M. ON ELECTION
DAY.

D. THE VOTER'S SIGNATURE ON THE EARLY BALLOT AFFIDAVIT MUST BE
NOTARIZED AND MUST CONTAIN THE NOTARY'S STATEMENT THAT THE VOTER VOTED THE
BALLOT WITHOUT ASSISTANCE AND OUTSIDE THE VIEW OF ANY OTHER PERSON.

Sec. 15. Section 16-549, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

16-549. Special election boards; expenses; voting procedure

for i11 electors or electors with disabilities

A. The county recorder or other officer in charge of elections, for
the purpose of making it possible for qualified electors who are i1l or
have a disability to vote, may appoint such number of special election
boards as needed. In a partisan election, each such board shall consist
of two members, one from each of the two political parties that cast the
highest number of votes in the state in the 1last preceding general
election. The county chairman of each such party shall furnish, within
sixty days before the election day, the county recorder or other officer
in charge of elections with a list of names of qualified electors within
the chairman's political party, and such additional 1lists as may be
required, from which the county recorder or other officer in charge of
elections shall appoint members to such special election boards. The
county recorder or other officer in charge of elections may refuse for
cause to appoint or may for cause remove a member of this board. A person
who is a candidate for an office other than precinct committeeman is not
eligible to serve on the special election board for that election.

B. Members of special election boards appointed under this section
shall be reimbursed for travel expenses in the manner provided by law and
shall also receive such compensation as the board of supervisors or the
governing body prescribes, all of which shall be paid by the county or
other political subdivision.

_17_
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C. *tr—THer—of—the—martedt——earty battot—procedure; Any qualified
elector who is confined ss—theTesSuttof <o Comtimuimy T IMeESS O physTCat
tisabtHity FOR ANY REASON and WHO 1is, therefore, not able to go to the
polls on the day of the next election smd—whodoes mot—wish—tovote by the
maTted—earty battot—procedure, may make a verbal or a signed written
request to the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections to
have a ballot personally delivered to the elector by the special election
board at the elector's place of confinement within the county or other
political subdivision. The ballot shall be delivered to the elector in
person by a special election board as provided in this section. Such
requests must be made by 5:00 p.m. on the second Friday before the
election.

D. Qualified electors who become i1l or become a person with a
disability after the second Friday before the election may nevertheless
request personal ballot delivery pursuant to this section, and the county
recorder or other officer in charge of elections shall when possible honor
such requests up to and including the 1last day before the election.
Qualified electors who are admitted to a hospital after 5:00 p.m. on the
second Friday preceding the election and before 5:00 p.m. on election day
may request the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections to
provide a special election board with a ballot at the elector's place of
confinement. If the county recorder or other officer in charge of
elections is able to accommodate the request, the voted ballot of the
elector shall be sealed in an envelope and shall be processed as a
provisional ballot pursuant to section 16-584. Before receiving a ballot
pursuant to this subsection, a qualified -elector shall provide
identification as prescribed in section 16-579 and shall sign a statement
under penalty of perjury that states that the person is experiencing or
experienced an emergency after 5:00 p.m. on the second Friday preceding
the election and before 5:00 p.m. on the Monday immediately preceding the
election that would prevent the person from voting at the polls. Signed
statements received pursuant to this subsection are not subject to
inspection pursuant to title 39, chapter 1, article 2.

E. The manner and procedure of voting WITH A SPECIAL ELECTION BOARD

shall te—gsprovidedt—m—sectiom 65485 ——except—that—the marked—battot—m

the—Seated—envetope shat—be tamded—by the etector—to—the—speciat—etection

board—amd—sha e —detivered—by theboard—to—the—coumty Tecorder—or—other
officer—m cirarge of etections COMPLY WITH THIS SUBSECTION. THE SPECIAL
ELECTION BOARD SHALL PROVIDE A MOBILE PRIVACY SCREEN FOR THE VOTER. THE
VOTER SHALL VOTE THE BALLOT IN SECRET WITHOUT ASSISTANCE BEHIND THE
PRIVACY SCREEN, AND THE SPECIAL ELECTION BOARD SHALL WITNESS THE VOTER'S
VOTING BEHIND THE PRIVACY SCREEN. AFTER MARKING THE BALLOT, THE VOTER
SHALL FOLD THE BALLOT AND PLACE THE BALLOT IN A SECRECY ENVELOPE WHILE
BEHIND THE PRIVACY SCREEN. BOTH MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL ELECTION BOARD
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SHALL SIGN AFFIDAVITS ATTESTING TO THE FACT THAT THE VOTER VOTED IN SECRET
AND WITHOUT ASSISTANCE.

Sec. 16. Section 16-550, Arizona Revised Statutes, as amended by
Laws 2022, chapter 271, section 2, is amended to read:

16-550. Receipt of voter's ballot; cure period

A. ftxcept—for—earty battots—tabutatedt——<as prescribed—m—section
165797025 On receipt of the envelope containing the early ballot and the
ballot affidavit, the county recorder or other officer in charge of
elections shall compare the sigmaturesthereonm SIGNATURE ON THE ENVELOPE
with the signature of the elector on the elector's registration record AND
SHALL COMPARE THE LAST FOUR DIGITS OF THE ELECTOR'S SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
AND THE ELECTOR'S DATE OF BIRTH. If the signature is inconsistent with
the elector's signature on the elector's registration record OR IF THE
LAST FOUR DIGITS OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OR THE DATE OF BIRTH DO NOT
MATCH, the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections shall
make reasonable efforts to contact the voter USING ONLY THE VOTER'S MOST
RECENT REGISTRATION ADDRESS OR TELEPHONE NUMBER, advise the voter of the
inconsistent signature and allow the voter to correct or the county to
confirm the inconsistent signature OR INFORMATION, OR BOTH. The county
recorder or other officer in charge of elections shall allow signatures
AND INFORMATION to be corrected not Tlater than the fiftir—tusimess day
after BEFORE a primary, general or special election thet—imctudes—a
federat—Toffice or—thethird—busimess day after—any other—etection. If the
signature is missing, the county recorder or other officer in charge of
elections shall make reasonable efforts to contact the elector, advise the
elector of the missing signature and allow the elector to add the
elector's signature not Tlater than 7:00 p.m. on election day. If
satisfied that the signatures correspond AND THE INFORMATION MATCHES, the
recorder or other officer in charge of elections shall hold the envelope
containing the early ballot and the completed affidavit unopened 1in
accordance with the rules of the secretary of state. IF THE SIGNATURE IS
INCONSISTENT OR THE LAST FOUR DIGITS OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OR THE
DATE OF BIRTH DO NOT MATCH AND ARE NOT CURED WITHIN THE ALLOWED TIME
PERIOD, THE VOTE IS INVALID AND MAY NOT BE COUNTED.

B. The recorder or other officer 1in charge of elections shall
thereafter safely keep the affidavits and early ballots in the recorder's
or other officer's office and may deliver them for tallying pursuant to
section 16-551. Tallying of ballots may begin immediately after the
envelope and completed affidavit are processed pursuant to this section
and delivered to the early election board.

C. The county recorder shall send a list of all voters who were
issued early ballots to the election board of the precinct in which the
voter is registered.
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D. This section does not apply to:

1. A special taxing district that is authorized pursuant to section
16-191 to conduct its own elections.

2. A special district mail ballot election that 1is conducted
pursuant to article 8.1 of this chapter.

Sec. 17. Section 16-552, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

16-552. Early ballots; processing; challenges

A. In a jurisdiction that uses optical scan ballots, the officer 1in
charge of elections may use the procedure prescribed by this section or
may request approval from the secretary of state for a different method
for processing early ballots. The request shall be made in writing at
least ninety days before the election for which the procedure is intended
to be used. After the election official has confirmed with the secretary
of state that all election equipment passes the logic and accuracy test,
the election official may begin to count early ballots. No early ballot
results may be released except as prescribed by section 16-551.

B. The early election board shall check the voter's affidavit on
the envelope containing the early ballot. If it dis found to be
sufficient, the vote shall be allowed. If the affidavit is insufficient,
the vote shall not be allowed.

C. The county chairman of each political party represented on the
ballot, by written appointment addressed to the early election board, may
designate party representatives and alternates to act as early ballot
challengers for the party. No party may have more than the number of such
representatives or alternates that were mutually agreed on by each
political party to be present at one time. If such agreement cannot be
reached, the number of representatives shall be Timited to one for each
political party.

D. An early ballot may be challenged on any grounds set forth in
section 16-591. Al1 challenges shall be made 1in writing with a brief
statement of the grounds before the early ballot is placed in the ballot
box. A record of all challenges and resulting proceedings shall be kept
in substantially the same manner as provided in section 16-594. 1If an
early ballot is challenged, it shall be set aside and retained in the
possession of the early election board or other officer in charge of early
ballot processing until a time that the early election board sets for
determination of the challenge, subject to the procedure in subsection E
of this section, at which time the early election board shall hear the
grounds for the challenge and shall decide what disposition shall be made
of the early ballot by majority vote. If the early ballot is not allowed,
it shall be handled pursuant to subsection G of this section.
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E. Within twenty-four hours of—TeTceipt—ouf AFTER RECEIVING a
challenge, the early election board or other officer 1in charge of early
ballot processing shall mail, by first class mail, a notice of the
challenge including a copy of the written challenge, and also including
the time and place at which the voter may appear to defend the challenge,
to the voter at the mailing address shown on the request for an early
ballot or, if none was provided, to the mailing address shown on the
registration rolls. Notice shall also be mailed to the challenger at the
address Tisted on the written challenge and provided to the county
chairman of each political party represented on the ballot. The board
shall meet to determine the challenge at the time specified by the notice
but, in any event, not earlier than ninety-six hours after the notice is
mailed, or forty-eight hours if the notifying party chooses to deliver the
notice by overnight or hand delivery, and not Tater than 5:00 p.m. on the
Monday following the election. The board shall provide the voter with an
informal opportunity to make, or to submit, brief statements regarding the
challenge. The board may decline to permit ALLOW comments, either 1in
person or in writing, by anyone other than the voter, the challenger and
the party representatives. The burden of proof is on the challenger to
show why the voter should not be permitted ALLOWED to vote. The fact that
the voter fails to appear shall not be deemed to be an admission of the
validity of the challenge. The early election board or other officer 1in
charge of early ballot processing is not required to provide the notices
described in this subsection if the written challenge fails to set forth
at Teast one of the grounds Tisted in section 16-591 as a basis for the
challenge. In that event, the challenge will be summarily rejected at the
meeting of the board. Except for election contests pursuant to section
16-672, the board's decision is final and may not be appealed.

F. If the vote 1is allowed, the board shall open the envelope
containing the ballot in such a manner that the affidavit thereon is not
destroyed, take out the ballot without unfolding it or permittimg ALLOWING
it to be opened or examined and show by the records of the election that
the elector has voted.

G. If the vote is not allowed, the affidavit envelope containing
the early ballot shall not be opened and the board shall mark across the
face of such envelope the grounds for rejection. The affidavit envelope
and 1its contents shall then be deposited with the opened affidavit
envelopes and shall be preserved with official returns. If the voter does
not enter an appearance, the board shall send the voter a notice stating
whether the early ballot was disallowed and, if disallowed, providing the
grounds for the determination. The notice shall be mailed by first class
mail to the voter's mailing address as shown on the registration rolls
within three days after the board's determination.
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H. Party representatives and alternates may be appointed as
provided in subsection C of this section to be present and to challenge
the verification of questioned ballots pursuant to section 16-584 on any
grounds permitted ALLOWED by this section. Questioned ballots that are
challenged shall be presented to the early election board for decision
under the provisions of this section.

I. THE COUNTY POLITICAL PARTY, EARLY ELECTION BOARDS AND PARTY
OBSERVERS MAY CHALLENGE EARLY BALLOTS ON THE GROUNDS OF INCONSISTENT
SIGNATURES OR UNMATCHING LAST FOUR DIGITS OF SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS OR
DATES OF BIRTH. PARTY OBSERVERS AND EARLY ELECTION CHALLENGERS MUST BE
ALLOWED FULL ACCESS TO VIEW IN DETAIL THE SIGNATURE AND INFORMATION REVIEW
PROCESS AND MUST BE ABLE TO SEE THE BALLOT ENVELOPE SIGNATURE AND
REFERENCE SIGNATURES AS WELL AS THE INFORMATION ON THE ENVELOPE AND THE
CORRESPONDING REFERENCE INFORMATION. AT THE REQUEST OF THE COUNTY
POLITICAL PARTY, THE COUNTY RECORDER OR OTHER OFFICER IN CHARGE OF
ELECTIONS MUST PROVIDE TO THE COUNTY POLITICAL PARTY A COPY OF ALL EARLY
BALLOT ENVELOPES ALONG WITH ALL REFERENCE SIGNATURES AND INFORMATION FOR
ALL ACCEPTED BALLOTS BEFORE REMOVING THOSE BALLOTS FROM THEIR PRIVACY
ENVELOPES IN SUFFICIENT TIME FOR THE COUNTY POLITICAL PARTY TO CHALLENGE
ANY UNMATCHED SIGNATURES OR INFORMATION.
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