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OP-ED RELEASE 

 

Arizona State Legislature 
House Majority Leader Leo Biasiucci (R-30) 

Representative John Gillette (R-30) 
Senator Sonny Borrelli (R-30) 

1700 West Washington  Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 
Thursday, August 22, 2024 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The following joint OP-ED appeared in the August 14 issue of the Kingman Daily Miner: 

 
Congress Must Amend Pending Water Settlement to Repeal 

Illegal National Monument Designation & Amend 1906 
Antiquities Act 

 
President Biden’s recent designation of the “Baaj Nwaavjo I’tah Kukveni Ancestral Footprints of the Grand 
Canyon National Monument” in Northern Arizona is the latest example of executive overreach and misuse of the 
Antiquities Act of 1906. While protecting true historic landmarks is vital, this proclamation was neither lawful 
nor legitimate and must be overturned. 
 
The Antiquities Act allows for the protection of historic landmarks, structures, and objects of scientific interest 
for small tracts of federal land in certain situations. In all states except Wyoming, the President may designate 
such monuments without congressional consent. However, designations must specify the objects to be protected 
and must be confined to the “smallest area” necessary for their protection. 
 
President Biden designated over 900,000 acres without identifying specific items for protection, leading Arizona 
lawmakers to challenge the decision and indicating that the action was more about economic control than 
protecting historic landmarks. 
 
One outcome of designation is the ability to prevent economic use of federal lands for certain purposes, such as 
mining. According to experts, the area where the alleged monument was designated contains some of the highest-
grade, lowest-cost uranium deposits in the nation, essential for zero-emission nuclear power. Currently, the U.S. 
remains heavily reliant on foreign countries like Russia for uranium, undermining national security and helping 
to fuel Russia’s war machine. Additionally, experts argue extracting this resource could improve groundwater 
quality by removing potential contaminants, which may be affecting local water supplies.  
 
Despite the potential benefits that harnessing this domestic natural resource could bring, local tribes have fought 
for years to keep this valuable resource in the ground, lobbying Congress unsuccessfully since 2008 to designate 
a monument specifically to ban the environmentally friendly extraction of this resource. However, this was not 
until after tribes learned of renewed interest to resurrect dormant mining claims in the area. 
 
In 2009—in response to tribes’ demands—President Obama circumvented Congress and established a temporary 
moratorium, which was set to expire in 2032. This prompted a push for a permanent ban, culminating in the 
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current designation, which specifically targeted new uranium mining, reducing American energy and mineral 
independence. 
 
Despite tribes’ success in securing the permanent ban, the designation could not prevent the advancement of 
certain existing mining claims, leading tribes like the Navajo Nation to urge Arizona’s governor to revoke existing 
regulatory permits and take matters into their own hands, plotting to use tribal police to stop trucks carrying 
uranium from crossing the reservation on federal highways.  
 
The tribe’s continued push to prevent the lawful extraction of this resource—even after the designation of the 
requested monument—demonstrates that protecting actual historic landmarks was never the true intent. It also 
raises questions regarding the tribe’s integrity and partnership with Arizona on key energy and natural resources 
issues, including water. 
 
Recently, the Navajo Nation entered a historic water settlement to resolve outstanding water rights and obtain 
congressional approval for over $5 billion in federal funds for the construction of water infrastructure projects, 
including $1.75 billion for a pipeline on the Navajo Nation, which will undoubtedly bring economic prosperity 
to the tribe.  
 
While many Arizonans supported the Navajo Nation and worked in good faith to reach an agreement, the tribe’s 
role in pushing for an illegitimate national monument and continued efforts to frustrate the advancement of lawful 
mining activities, which impact our economic prosperity, rightly justify questions regarding the appropriateness 
of the funds for the tribe. Naturally, $1.75 billion, supported by the American taxpayer, would be aided by 
economic activities like uranium mining. 
 
Given the need for congressional approval, Congress has an opportunity to rectify the President’s decision and 
serve as a backstop for future illegitimate national monuments. Legislation titled the Northeastern Arizona Indian 
Water Rights Settlement Act (S.4633 and H.R.8940) has been introduced to approve the settlement, but Congress 
should not advance the pending legislation until it repeals the unlawful designation and modifies 54 U.S. § 
320301(d) to expand the Wyoming exemption to Arizona, requiring congressional approval for any new 
monuments in our state. Arizona’s lawmakers have already called for these changes, and Congress must act now. 
 
While settling unresolved water rights and building a $1.75 billion taxpayer-funded pipeline is important to the 
Navajo Nation, ensuring the lawful use of domestic natural resources and preventing the abuse of presidential 
power is important to the State of Arizona.  
 
With 19 national monuments, Arizona has more than any other state. Biden’s recent proclamation deviates from 
the law’s legitimate intent, aiming not to protect identifiable objects but to control critical economic resources 
essential to American prosperity.  
 
The Antiquities Act was not adopted to block economic development. Congress must act to ensure the water 
rights settlement does not pass until the unlawful monument designation is overturned and the Antiquities Act is 
amended to prevent future abuses of presidential power in our state. 
 

### 
 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


