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Arizona House of Representatives

Representative David Cook (R-7)
1700 West Washington « Phoenix, Arizona . 85007

Monday, September 23, 2024
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Representative David Cook Urges U.S. Air Force to
Strengthen Fire Safety Measures in Arizona

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - Arizona State Representative David Cook has submitted comments
in response to the U.S. Air Force’s Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), which outlines plans
to release flares at lower altitudes across wildfire-prone areas in Arizona. Citing the state’s long-term
drought and previous wildfire incidents, including the 2021 Telegraph Fire, Representative Cook is
calling on the Air Force to modify its proposed action to implement stronger measures to prevent
wildfires.

“While Arizona is an important state for conducting strategic military training operations, the Air
Force needs to take every precaution to protect people and land from preventable disasters,
including wildland fires,” Representative Cook said. “Releasing flares during times when fire
restrictions are in place poses an unnecessary risk to residents. The military must recognize the
danger these flares pose to Arizona communities and ensure that no flares are deployed on days
when state or local fire restrictions are active.”

In his comments, attached below, Representative Cook asks the Air Force to update its final EIS to
prohibit the release of flares on any day where federal, state, or local fire restrictions are in effect,
emphasizing that both minimum altitude restrictions and coordinated fire prevention measures are
essential to mitigating fire risks.

Arizonans are encouraged to submit their own public comments on the issue through the Air Force’s
official webpage at the following link: https://www.arizonaregionalairspaceeis.com/comments.

David Cook is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative District
7, which includes Pinal, Gila, Coconino, and Navajo Counties. He is Chairman of the House
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee and the House International Trade Committee. Follow him
on X/Twitter at @RepDavidCook.

HiH


https://www.arizonaregionalairspaceeis.com/comments




Arizona Regional Airspace EIS
c/o Stantec

September 23, 2024

Page 2

released on days where local, state, or federal agencies have issued fire restrictions would help to
mitigate the probability further, especially on days when local conditions beneath the MOA are
at greatest risk.

The Draft EIS acknowledges that "implementing restrictions on the use of flares based on local
fire conditions is a best management practice that is currently implemented for each MOA," but
the Proposed Action does not seek to codify this operational constraint across all MOAs and
simply leaves the decision whether fo implement such constrains to the discretion of each unit's
Wing Commander.

[ believe the best way to reduce the risk of fire caused by flares is to implement a dual approach
that includes both minimum altitude restrictions and operational constraints that correlate with
local, state, and federal fire restrictions. Accordingly, I respectfully request the DAF update is
Final EIS and Proposed Action to prohibit the use of flares on days where local, state, or federal
agencies have put fire restrictions in place.

I appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments and thank you for taking them into
consideration.

Respectfully,

(ot (4

The Honorable David Cook

Arizona House of Representatives, LD 7
House Transportation Committee Chair
House International Trade Chair
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